Teacher’s Guide: Winston’s First Rodeo (Ages 5–8)
Overview
Winston’s First Rodeo follows Winston, the “Top Dog in Charge” of Apple Security, as he visits a rodeo, slips out of his collar, gets separated from his people (Sugar and Babe), and is helped by a kind rodeo announcer, Dusty. The story blends humor, new experiences, and an important safety message about what to do if you get lost.
Recommended Age/Grade
Ages 5–8 (Kindergarten–2nd grade)
Themes
· Safety and what to do if you get separated from a trusted adult
· Asking for help from safe adults
· Responsibility and making better choices
· Community helpers and kindness
· New places and managing big feelings
Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:
· Retell key events in sequence (beginning, middle, end)
· Identify the problem and solution in the story
· Describe character feelings and how they change
· Name at least three “safe adults” to ask for help
· Practice a simple safety plan (name, trusted adult name, phone number, meeting spot)
Before Reading (5–10 minutes)
· Picture walk: Ask students to predict what a rodeo might include (horses, cowboys/cowgirls, announcer, animals, crowds).
· Build background: Briefly explain rodeo events mentioned (barrel racing, mutton busting, bull riding/bucking).
· Safety connection: Ask: “Have you ever been in a crowded place? What helps you stay with your grown-up?”
Vocabulary (Kid-Friendly)
· Rodeo: A show where cowboys/cowgirls compete in events with horses and bulls.
· Bleachers: Tall benches for sitting to watch an event.
· Leash/Collar: What helps keep a dog close and safe.
· Announcer: The person who talks on a microphone and tells the crowd what’s happening.
· Lost: Not knowing where your grown-up is.
· Safe adult: A trusted helper like a parent/guardian, teacher, police officer, or an employee with a badge.
During Reading: Discussion Prompts
· “How can you tell Winston is excited at the beginning?”
· “Why is it hard for Winston to move fast in the crowd?”
· “What choice does Winston make that causes the problem?”
· “How does Winston feel when he can’t find Sugar and Babe?”
· “What clues tell Winston that Dusty is a safe person?”
· “How does the ending show kindness and relief?”
After Reading: Comprehension Questions
1. Where do Sugar, Babe, and Winston go?
2. What makes Winston slip away from Sugar?
3. What are two things Winston sees at the rodeo?
4. Who helps Winston when he is lost?
5. How do Sugar and Babe feel when they find Winston?
6. What lesson does Winston share in “Winston’s Words of Wisdom”?
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) Connection
· Feelings check: Have students name Winston’s feelings at different points (excited, curious, nervous, scared, relieved).
· Coping strategies: Brainstorm what to do when you feel overwhelmed in a loud/crowded place (hold hands, stay close, take deep breaths, find a trusted adult).
Safety Mini-Lesson (Core Message)
Create a class anchor chart titled “If I Get Lost…”
· Sit/Stay/Don’t Stray (stay in one safe spot)
· Find a safe adult (employee with badge, police officer, parent with kids)
· Say your information (name + trusted adult’s name + phone number if you know it)
· Don’t go with strangers (stay where you are unless with a uniformed helper)
· Use a family password/secret word
Activities (Choose 2–4)
1) Sequence the Story (ELA)
· Students draw 3–5 boxes: Beginning / Middle / End (or 1–5).
· Include: arriving at rodeo, Winston slips out, Winston gets lost, Dusty helps, reunion.
2) Winston’s Safety Plan Card (Health/SEL)
Students complete a take-home card:
· My name: ______
· My grown-up’s name: ______
· Phone number (with adult help): ______
· Meeting spot idea: ______
· Our secret word (family decides): ______
3) “Safe Adult” Sorting Game (Class Discussion)
Show or say examples and have students sort into Safe Adult / Not Safe Adult (with teacher guidance).
· Police officer in uniform
· Store employee with a badge
· Teacher
· Stranger offering candy
· Parent/guardian
4) Rodeo Word & Sound Play (Phonics/Fluency)
Practice expressive reading with fun phrases from the story:
· “HOWDY PAWDNERS!”
· “Bowwowsers!”
· “Oh, woof is me.” Discuss how punctuation changes voice.
5) Character Traits: Dusty’s Big Heart (ELA/SEL)
Make a T-chart:
· What Dusty does / What it shows about himExamples: helps Winston, makes announcement, comforts him → kind, responsible, helpful.
6) Creative Writing: A New “Words of Wisdom” Page (Writing)
Prompt: “Winston gives advice. What advice would you give a friend to stay safe at a park, store, or fair?” Students write 3–5 sentences and illustrate.
Assessment Ideas
· Oral retell using sequence cards
· Exit ticket: “Name 2 things to do if you get lost.”
· Student drawing labeled with one safety rule
Family Connection (Send Home)
· Encourage families to practice:
· A meeting spot plan in public places
· A family secret word/password
· Memorizing a caregiver phone number (or keeping it in a safe place)
Extension (Optional)
· Invite a community helper (police officer, school resource officer) to talk about what to do if a child is separated in public.
· Compare/contrast: “Winston at the rodeo” vs. “Me at a big event.”

